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This Genetal Order is beint isstied in response to the outbreak of Coronavirus

I)iseasc 2019 (CO VI D-19) within the Northern District ofGeorgia and the rapidly evolving

threat to health and safety posed by that outbreak. The Court notes that the conditions that

prompted the issuance of General Order 20-01 continue to persist ithin the district, as the

number of confirmed cases of COVII)-19 has increased exponentially. This Cottrt

recognizes that emergency conditions exist throughout the District.

In recognition of the unprecedented and unique challenges the COVII)- 19 pandemic

has placed on ftxleral courts. Congress has passed and the President has signed legislation

authorizing the use of video teleeonl’erencing and telephone con lerenctng tinder certain

circumstances and with the consent of the deRmdaiit kw arious criminal proceedings

during the COVI[)-19 emerency. Sec the CARlS Act, I 1.R. 748.

Pursuant to the CARl S Act, the Jttd icial (‘on ftrence of the tinited States has k)Und

that emergency conditions due IC) the national emergency declared h) the President tinder

the National I mergencies Act (5() I J.S.C. I 601 et seq.) with respect to COVI 1)—- 19 will



material l a lThct the lunctioning of the li..deral courts generally. this Court. by s’tia spoil/c

motion. linds that it is necessary to allow certain ptoeeedings in cr1 in iiial matters to pioceed

by video telecon Ierencini. or telephone con letenc ing in order to lic ii itate the

administration ol justice while at the same time protecting the health and safety of parties.

cotinsel. court stat!, and others. Iherelore. the Cout’t ORDERS aS follows:

Pursuant to Section 1 5002(b)( 1) of I l.R. 748, the Court hereby authorizes the use of

video tcleconfirencing (or telephone conferencing if video teleconferencing is not

t’easonahly available) for the following events:

(A) 1)etention hearings under section 3142 of title 18. United Stales Code:

(13) Initial appearances under Rule 5 of the Federal Rules o] Criminal Procedure;

(C) Preliminary hearings under Rute 5.1 of the lederal Rules ot Criminal

Procedure;

(D) Waivers of indictment tinder Rule 7(h) of the lederal Rules of Criminal

Procedure;

(E) Arraignments under Rule 10 of the l”ederal Rules of Criminal Procedure;

(F) Probation audI supert ised release revocation proceedings under Rti Ic 32. 1 of’

the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure:

((1) Pretrial release revocation proceedings tinder section 3 148 oltitle 18. United

States Code:



(I ) Appearances tinder Rule 40 of’ the l’ederal Rules of (. nmimil Procedtire

(I) Misdemeanor pleas and sentenci ngs as described in Rule 43(1 )( 2) of’ the

ledetal Rules of Criminal Procedure and

(J) Proceedings tinder chapter 403 of title I . I Jnited States Code (commonly

known as the “Fetleral Juvenile l)elinquency Act”), except fbr contested transfer heat’ings

and juvenile delinquency adjudication or trial ptoceedings.

II. Pursuant to Section 1 5002(b)(2) oil l.R. 748. the Court finds that felony pleas under

Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure and felony sentencings under Rule 32

of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure cannot he conducted in person without

seriously jeopardizing public health and safety’. If the district judge in a particular case

finds fbi’ specific reasons that the plea or sentencing in that case cannot he further delayed

without serious harm to the interests of justice, the plea or sentencing in that case may he

conducted by video telecon1lrence or by telephone conference if’video teleconlerencing is

not reasonably available.

III. Video telecontbrenciiig or telephone conferencing authorized under this Order may

take place ofll) with the consent of’ the deflnclant. or the ju enile. aller consultation with

counsel.

IV. I his Order is ef’kctive immediately antI shall he in el’ICct until the earliest of’ the

following: (I) the date that is 30 days af’ter the date on which the national emergency

declaration terininates (2) the date on v. hich the .ltidicial ConfCrence of’ the United States



linds that e eneiiev conditions dtie to (lie national emerency declared by the President

under the National I merii,eneies Act (5t) t J.S.C. I 6() I Ct seq.) with respect to COVI[)— 19

110 longer materially a fleet the lunc(ionin of eithet the federal courts generally or this

distriet or (3) the Order is terminated by this Court.

IT IS SO ORDERED, this 3 day of March 2020.

THOMAS W. THRASH, JR.
CHIEF UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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